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Brief History of Florida Higher Education

1998 State Board of Education enshrined in state constitution.

2000 Florida Education Governance Reorganization Act abolished the State University Board of 
Regents, created individual university boards of trustees, abolished the State Board of 

Community Colleges, and placed all sectors under a K-20 Board of Education.

2002 Board of Governors enshrined in state constitution.

2005 Settlement agreement clarifying and defining Board of Governors' and Legislature’s authority 
related to State University System.

2012 Legislature adopted Performance-based Funding model for State University System.
• In FY 2013, $20 M was appropriated for performance incentives.

• In FY 2014, the Legislature restructured the Performance Funding program, providing $100 M in state investment and requiring 

$65 M in institutional investment. By FY 2020, those values have grown to $265 M and $295 M, respectively.

• From FY 2013-FY 2020, a total just over $1.5 B has been appropriated for state investment in performance funding.

2013 Legislature established Preeminent State Research Universities program.

2014 Legislature created Performance-based Funding Model for Florida College System.
• In FY 2015-16, $40 M was appropriated for performance incentives ($20 M state investment; $20 M redistributed from the 

institutions’ base)

• In FY 2016-17 through FY 2018-19, the Legislature provided $60 M each year ($30 M state investment; $30 M institutional 

investment).

• In FY 2019-20 and FY 2020-21, $30M was appropriated each year for the 2+2 ($20M) and Work Florida ($10M) Student Success 

Incentive Funds, an outcomes based performance model. 

2018 Florida College System enshrined in state constitution.

2020 Legislature modified Performance-based funding metrics.



State University System 

For more information on the State University System and the Board of Governors, please 
visit: https://www.flbog.edu/

https://www.flbog.edu/


For more information on the Florida College System, please visit: http://www.fldoe.org/schools/higher-ed/fl-college-system/

http://www.fldoe.org/schools/higher-ed/fl-college-system/


For more information on Florida technical colleges, please visit: http://www.fldoe.org/academics/career-adult-edu/dist-ps-instit.stml

http://www.fldoe.org/academics/career-adult-edu/dist-ps-instit.stml


For-Profit Postsecondary Institutions

• The Commission for Independent Education, housed within the Department 
of Education, oversees for-profit postsecondary institutions.

• These institutions range from barber schools to four-year universities.

• Examples include Aveda, DeVry, Le Cordon Bleu College of Culinary Arts, and 
University of Phoenix.

For more information on for-profit postsecondary institutions and the Commission for 
Independent Education, please visit: http://www.fldoe.org/policy/cie/

http://www.fldoe.org/policy/cie/


Private Colleges and Universities

• Florida’s private colleges and universities coordinate activities through an association 
known as the Independent Colleges and Universities of Florida (ICUF).

• These institutions are accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges & Schools.
• There are 30 ICUF institutions:

Adventist University of Health Sciences Jacksonville University
Ave Maria University Keiser University
Barry University Lynn University
Beacon College Nova Southeastern University
Bethune-Cookman University Palm Beach Atlantic University
Eckerd College Ringling College of Art and Design
Edward Waters College Rollins College
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University St. Leo University
Everglades University St. Thomas University
Flagler College Southeastern University
Florida College Stetson University
Florida Institute of Technology The University of Tampa
Florida Memorial University University of Miami
Florida Southern College Warner University
Hodges University Webber International University

For more information on private colleges and universities and ICUF, please visit: http://www.icuf.org/

http://www.icuf.org/
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Questions?

Florida House of Representatives
Education & Employment Committee

(850) 717-4830

Joanna Hassell, Staff Director
Jason Fudge, Deputy Staff Director
Kerrington Kiner, Policy Chief

Florida House of Representatives
Higher Education Appropriations Subcommittee

(850) 717-4810

Kira Smith, Budget Chief


